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Fundy Isles and the interior

An organizer with the fledgling “Rally in the Valley” says 
his group estimates 2,500 U.S.-based bikers will come to 
the Calais-St. Stephen event.

big estimate	

There were only seven school days in that 
period, said Richardson, so the students toiled 
during their free time as well.

Luke figures the time pressure is actually 
one of the reasons for the positive outcome: 
had students known about it earlier, they’d 
have likely procrastinated.

Students had to submit a five-minute video 
and they ended up with six minutes so there 
were some tough decisions made over what to 
cut out, Richardson stated.

“It was heartbreaking cutting out. We had 
so many graphics. We all wanted to take out 
different things.”

O’Leary said a school of SJDA’s size don’t 
have a lot of banners to display because it’s 
hard for them to compete in many athletic 
pursuits. Hence, the recent national title is a 
significant event.

“Though we don’t have a banner to hang 
up on the wall, who is to say we won’t get one 
to hang up on the wall of the gym. It’s pretty 
significant. It’s a national championship and 
something to be very, very proud of.”

Travis plans to take a degree in computer 
sciences next year but Luke said his goal is to 
take social sciences although he enjoys help-
ing people with technology.

“One thing that has really helped me is 
that I have really bad handwriting and I can’t 
draw and if it wasn’t for this sort of set-up I 
wouldn’t be able to express myself the way I 
have over the past year,” said Luke.

O’Leary said there is only one other school 
in the province – Sussex High School – where 
students are allowed to bring their computers 
into school and use them.

“Any child can bring a computer into 

school. We have some compatibility issues but 
it has been a huge success because they are 
comfortable using their own equipment and 
using their tools and it allows them to take in-
formation to and from school. 

“We don’t have information getting lost be-
cause it is there on their computer. We have a 
lot of students using iPads and there are also 

textbooks online as well.”
The advantage of having textbooks online, 

said O’Leary, is that they are interactive so 
they are much more than just a book because 
there is everything from videos to pictures to 
stills included in the e-book.

The cost of a textbook is around $100, he 
said, whereas SJDA can obtain online books 

for between $14 and $25. In addition, the on-
line versions are updated for free. 

Further, noted Richardson, parents can 
also have access to these text books to see 
what their child is doing. 

There’s a health benefit, too: a reasonable 
bag of books can “15 to 20 pounds right now,” 
said Richardson, whereas technology really 
takes a weight off. “You just have to take your 
iPad to school,” said Richardson.

“We also have programs like edmodo (for 
teachers to communicate with students) so 
parents can see what the students are doing, 
when tests and quizzes are happening and, 
if we have a power point presentation during 
the day, I will put it on edmodo. The kids can 
study from it at home and the parents can see 
it too.”

O’Leary said their next goal is to acquire a 
class-set of iPads. Right now the tablet com-
puters used in the school are personal and the 
complication is that not all students have ac-
cess to using that equipment. 

“Our goal is to work through grants or 
either the district or the department (of edu-
cation) to acquire a class set of 20 iPads,” he 
said.

The award, said Richardson, signals SJDA 
is trying to get the most out of the technology 
they have and, because of that, they are able 
to get more.

“I think that’s a goal of all the staff mem-
bers and students here. We always want to 
make sure we are trying to do everything we 
can to maximize all the resources that we 
have,” he said.

There are still traditionally based class-
rooms at SJDA but they are technology rich, 
O’Leary stated, meaning some teachers use a 
traditional mode of instruction supplemented 

with technology-based applications.
“For instance, there might be a movie or 

still on the smart board. Every child in the 
building has access to a computer. We have 36 
laptops which we can assign out to students 
plus all students in grades 7, 8 and 9 have net-
books.”

There are facets of technology in every 
classroom at SJDA, said Richardson, and the 
unique part is that even the teachers who 
might not originally have been excited about 
the technology are now really starting to dive 
into it.

“That’s one thing that I think is unique 
about our school because in every school you 
are going to have some individuals who com-
pletely refuse but I don’t think you’re going 
to find that with our school. Even the people 
who were originally a little hesitant have really 
opened up.”

O’Leary said there are always going to be 
uncertainties and questioning because tradi-
tion has got them a long way but they are try-
ing their very best to incorporate 20th century 
learning into everything they do at the school.

“The best part of this project is that it en-
compassed the whole school … It wasn’t about 
one teacher.”

SJDA has its own studio - with equipment 
worth between $10,000 and $15,000 thanks to 
some enrichment grants - where students are 
able to record their own instrumentals.

SJDA has 150 students in grades 7 to 12 
and O’Leary said that while this does allow 
them to do more things for more children, the 
overall finances of the school are smaller than 
a larger facility. That means the school must 
forge strategic plans on how to spend money 
in purchases for technological uses, which, he 
said, “is tough at times.”
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Barb Rayner/Courier
Sir James Dunn Academy students Alex Peppard (left) and Travis Action work on a video. Students at the Saint 
Andrews school are allowed to use personal computers and tablets during class, and assignments can be 
submitted by email for grading.

School embraces technology for learning

Deputy Mayor says he regrets comments

Deputy Mayor Roger McNabb has apologized for recent com-
ments he made about millionaires belonging to the town’s 
Chamber of Commerce.

While he said he cannot comment further on legal action 
between the Chamber and the town, his choice of words, in 
particular referring to millionaires belonging to the Chamber, 
was inappropriate.

“I apologize to anyone in the business community whom I 
offended. Obviously, and I should have pointed this out in my 
earlier letter, I realize the local business community and its 
success is pivotal to the success of Saint Andrews.”

Town supports Rally in the Valley

Mayor John Craig said the town fully supports the plans for 
the Rally in the Valley being organized for this summer by a 
group from St. Stephen and Calais.

Bob Hamel, who is one of those working on the event, at-
tended Monday night’s town council meeting and said the 
original plan was to hold an event in conjunction with Atlanti-
cade but since Atlanticade will not return this year, plans have 
morphed to a week-long event from July 1 to 8.

This is an economic development event and is not for prof-
it, he said, and everyone who is helping is a volunteer. Any 
funds raised on this side of the border will go to the King-
swood Veterans’ Wing in Saint John who are planning to de-
velop a palliative care unit.

“It is a community-based event. We will create and sched-
ule rides but all the major events will be put on by non-profit 
groups. Every morning a non-profit group will be putting on a 
breakfast from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. then all the rides depart, visit-
ing various places and there will be night time entertainment 
on St. Stephen and Calais waterfront.”

The group has received $5,000 from both Calais and St. 
Stephen, which has been used to market the event. Hamel said 
organizers expect more than  2,500 bikers from the U.S. side.

“I think this is terrific – to pick up where Atlanticade left 
off. The whole idea with Atlanticade was for the whole area to 
gain. It is great for tourism. We need people coming to our area 
and exploring our area for the first time,” said Craig.

Having hosted Atlanticade in Saint Andrews for two years, 
he said you could not ask for a better group of people and the 
event did wonders for the town’s tourism industry.

Owner of  ‘Dayspring’ wants to convert it to a museum

The owner of Dayspring, the former summer home of Lord 
Beaverbrook,   wants to use the house as a museum.

Vincent Prager, who purchased the property at 44 Acadia 
St. following the death of Lady Beaverbrook, has sub-divided it 
into two serviced lots.

Town manager Tim Henderson, in his monthly report to 
town council Monday night, said Prager now wishes to rezone 
the newly created lot (which was formerly the summer home), 
from serviced residential to institutional. He plans to use the 
home as a museum for art and articles which formerly be-

longed to Sir James Dunn and Lady Beaverbrook.
Council set Mar. 7 at 7:30 p.m. for the public presentation 

of the proposed amendment to the municipal plan bylaw and 
Apr. 9 at 7:30 p.m. for consideration of written objections to 
the proposed amendment. They also agreed to refer the by-
law amendments to the planning advisory committee for their 
written views.

Coun. Stan Choptiany asked if there was a way for the pub-
lic to see the property – it is enclosed by a high fence – so they 
can have an informed opinion on the rezoning.

Henderson said they had never received such a request 
before. Obviously, he said, town staff can go on the property 
but he said he didn’t think the public had that right - but , he 
noted, they could ask the owner. There are no physical changes 
proposed to either the exterior or interior of Dayspring.

Ten-year-old wins “Name Your Street” contest

There were more than 100 entries in the town’s “Name the 
Street” contest and the winner was 10-year-old Tuomas Bow-
land who suggested the name Marine Science Drive.

The son of Minna and Darrin Bowland is a grade 4/5 stu-
dent at Vincent Massey Elementary and he was at Monday 
night’s town council meeting to receive his prizes from Bill 
Robertson, executive director of the Huntsman Marine Science 
Centre, and Mayor John Craig. The contest to name the newly 
constructed access road to the Huntsman, the Biological Sta-
tion and the Algonquin golf course was open to students from 
VMES and Sir James Dunn Academy.

saint andrews council

Kathy Bockus

St. Stephen

The public will soon be able to take a virtual 
tour of the Garcelon Civic Center.

On Friday, Feb. 10, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
the town will host the grand opening of an of-
fice at 103 Milltown Blvd. devoted to provid-
ing the public with information on the civic 
centre project.

The office will feature project drawings as 
well as a large screen television upon which 
the public can view an approximate two-min-
ute virtual interior and exterior tour of the 
civic centre.

The idea of the office and the virtual tour 
is to give the public a sense of what the Gar-
celon Civic Center will have to offer, said John 
Ferguson, the town’s chief administrative of-
ficer (CAO).

“It will help them understand why the civ-
ic centre is such a critical piece of economic 
and social infrastructure for the community.”

The office will be open three days a week 
during certain hours and will be staffed by 
volunteers.

Work began last week at the Budd Avenue 
construction site on preparations for the civic 

centre pool. A seven-metre high “surcharge” 
or pile of fill will be placed on the ground to 
compress the dirt, simulating the weight of a 
pool sitting on the site.

This is done in advance of building the 
pool so there is no further settlement.

kathy@stcroixcourier.ca

Civic centre information office 
set to open Friday

Kathy Bockus/Courier
Steve Cooke, an employee of South West Concrete, used a pavement cutter last Friday to slice through 
asphalt on the Budd Avenue site where St. Stephen’s Garcelon Civic Center will be constructed. The 
pavement was cut in preparation for ground compression in the area the pool will be built upon.

Broken water line repaired
Kathy Bockus

St. Stephen

Residents experienced low water pressure for 
most of the day Monday after a break occurred in 
the principal main, a 16-inch line that supplies wa-
ter to the town from the Maxwell Crossing reservoir.

While town crews worked to remedy the break, 
the Todd Hill reservoir, which contains 3.78 million 
litres (one million gallons) of water, was brought 
into play.

“As the water level in that reservoir went down, 
water pressure went down,” explained Lee Johnson, 
the town’s director of operations. He said there was 
no concern about running out of water.

“There’s more water in that reservoir than we’d 
use in a day.”

Johnson said the break occurred Sunday eve-
ning near a valve on the line.

“Everything is under control,” he said Monday 
morning. By 9:30 a.m., a town employee was on his 
way back from Saint John with a valve necessary to 
fix the line.

Fire Chief Jeff Richardson said the department was aware of the low water pressure and was 
prepared in the event of a fire.

“If we were to have anything major we’d have to put out a call for tankers,” he stated, in-
dicating the mutual aid response would come from the rural fire departments in the area as 
well as Calais.

John Ferguson, the town’s chief administrative officer (CAO), said the break occurred in 
the area of the pipe where a new piece of pipe connected to an older piece in the vicinity of a 
globe valve.

Once the break was discovered, the switch was made to the other reservoir.
Ferguson said late Monday the break had been repaired and normal water flow restored. 

There will be some routine, follow up water testing, normal procedure for incidents like this, 
he stated. 

Vern Faulkner
A faulty valve rests in a snowbank 
after Town of St. Stephen crews laboured 
throughout the early hours of Monday 
morning to remove the broken device from 
the main water feed into St. Stephen. 

Impaired driver 
collides with 
police car
Saint Andrews

An RCMP officer was taken to hospital with 
minor injuries and later released after his po-
lice car was struck head-on by an impaired 
driver in the early hours of Friday morning.

Cpl. Ross Davis of District 1 RCMP reports 
in a press release that the crash occurred 
shortly after 2 a.m. at the intersection of Parr 
and Sophia Streets.

The driver failed to stop at a stop sign and 
collided with the police car. While the police 
officer sustained minor injuries, the occu-
pants of the other vehicle were not hurt but 
both vehicles were significantly damaged. 

A 20-year-old man from the Saint John 
area, who was driving, was found to be im-
paired and taken into custody. He was later re-
leased, his vehicle was towed and his driver’s 
license has been suspended for 90 days. 

He will be appearing in court March 27 to 
face charges.


